
The Flagstaff Family of Churches 

Procedures to be taken during Covid-19 outbreak 
w/c Sunday 15th March 

 
1. Hygiene 
 (a) Vergers 

• Before and after the service, door handles and the communion rail must be wiped with anti-
bacterial wipes (or other wipes if anti-bacterial wipes become unavailable). 

• Linens used in communion should be laundered on the hottest possible setting. 
 (b) Welcomers and stewards 

• Hand-sanitiser must be used before setting out the service and hymn books. 
• Worshippers are to be invited to take their own service books. 
• Please open and close the church door for worshippers. 
(c) Churchwardens 
• Wherever possible, tissues and hand-sanitisers are to be made available in church and people are to 

be encouraged to use the hand-sanitiser as they come into church. 
• Bins are to be made available to dispose of the tissues. 
(d) Clergy and servers at communion (in church or in hospital or at home) 
• Hand sanitiser must be used before any of the communion vessels are touched, and immediately 

before and after serving the bread. 
 

2. Food handling 
• Anyone serving food or drinks must use hand sanitiser and then wear gloves. 
• The entire process of making hot drinks, including adding milk and sugar must be done by those serving 

refreshments, not by those receiving them. 
• Biscuits should be those which are purchased individually wrapped.  Other food should not be served. 
• Where available, drinking vessels should be washed in dishwashers to ensure sterilisation. 

 

3. Physical contact 
• The Peace will be shared verbally, but people will not be invited to share the Peace with one another by 

moving around church and shaking hands. 
• Physical contact to greet one another, or to take leave of one another, must be avoided. 
• Blessings at the communion rail will not incorporate any physical touch. 

 

4. Notifying illness 
• In the event of a minister becoming ill in the days before they are due to take a service of any kind, they or 

their carers should contact Revd Mary as soon as possible so that she can make alternative arrangements. 
• A message can be left for Revd Mary 24 hours a day on 01530 564372.  In the event that she becomes ill, her 

landline will be diverted to either Revd Tim or Revd Stewart. 
• The alternative arrangements might include not holding a service at the church where the unwell minister 

was meant to be, but encouraging congregants to go to one of the other Flagstaff Family Churches.  This 
would be to safeguard our long-term resilience as service leaders. 

 

5. Holy Communion 
• With immediate effect, congregants will be given bread only.   
• The presiding priest alone will consume the wine on behalf of everyone in church.  As they take it, they will 

say, ‘The blood of Christ shed for us all.’ 
 
Revd Mary, Revd Tim and Revd Stewart 
11th March 2020 


